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of bid to influence votes
@ Tech giant suspends
controversial data firm
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The data analytics firm that worked
with Donalkd Trump’s election team
and the winning Brexit campaign
harvested milllons of Facehook pro-
files of US voters, in one of the tech
iant's biggest ever data breaches,
and used them 1o build a4 powerful

Christopher Wylic, who worked
with a Cambridge University aca-
demic to obtain the data, told the
Observer: “We explodted Facebook to
harvest milllons of peapie’s profiles.
And built models to exploit what we
Enew about them and target their
inner demons. That was the basis the
entire company was built on”

Documents seen by the Observer,
and confirmed hy 2 Facehook state-
ment, shaw that by late 2015 the com-
pany had found out that information
had been harvested on an unprec-
edented scabe. However, at the time
it faidexd] to abert users and wok only
Hmited steps to recover and secare
the private information of mare than
50 milllon individuals,

The New York Times is meporting
theet copies of the data harvested for
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ICO granted warrant: We're pleased with the decision of the
judge and we plan to execute the warrant shortly. This Is just one
part of a larger investigation into the use of personal data for

political purposes and we will now need time to collect and
consider the evidence
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Democracy
disrupted?

Personal information and political

influence
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The Future of Political
Campaigning
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INVESTIGATION REPORT P19-01

Full Disclosure:
Political parties, campaign data, and voter consent
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