
GENOMICS AND PRECISION MEDICINE
Dr. Catalina Lopez-Correa

CSO & VP Sector Development

16th ANNUAL HEALTHCARE SUMMIT

Kelowna, BC

June 27-28, 2016



Why Genomics?

“What physics was to the 20th century, biology will be to the 21st”
The Economist, Jun. 2007
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Why is NOW the time to implement genomics into the health care system?
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PRECISION MEDICINE PROJECTS

Cumulative investment in 145 projects • 53 Active

Total $352.5M: GBC $69.3M with Co-investment $283.2M
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A very long 

SAGA…

The CEO of an Icelandic gene-

hunting company says he is able to 

identify everyone from that country 

who has a deadly cancer risk, but 

has been unable to warn people of 

the danger because of ethics rules 

governing DNA research

MIT Technology Review, 2015



MITSloan Management, March 2008



Leading Canada’s Genomics Enterprise 

• 6 regional Genome 

Centres

• 10 Genomic Innovation 

Network Nodes

• 210+ large-scale research 

projects/initiatives funded 

across all life science 

sectors

• 45 HQP on average per 

project

• 58+ companies created 

or enhanced


